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Lord God Almighty, I pray that You would be in our hearts and in our minds, that You
would be in our eyes and in our voices. I pray that in a powerful way Your words would
move us and stir in our hearts. So speak to us, speak to our minds, and speak to our
hearts. Thank You for Your amazing love for us. It is in the profound and great Name of
Jesus that we pray together. Amen.
As you know, we have been in a short series since the beginning of the year about our vision as
a church. It is the responsibility of us as leaders to keep casting that vision, to keep throwing it
out there because vision has a way of leaking out of us, dripping RXWRIXV,¶PDYHU\JRXUPHW
kind of chef, and one of the ways that I test if spaghetti is done is, I throw it at the wall. If it
VWLFNVLWLVGRQH,ILWGRHVQ¶WVWLFNLWLVQ¶WGRQH, so we are praying that our vision sticks. Our
vision is simply that we as a community of faith are trying to inspire all generations to follow
Jesus, to love one another, and live missionally. We want that to be part of the breath we
breathe. We want that to be a part of our ethos as a community. We want people to know that
by the way we live, the way we talk, and the way we love each other. Is that what we are doing
as a church, as a community?
Two weeks ago John talked about following Jesus. He said that it is not about our degrees and
our pedigrees and our qualifications. It is about getting close enough to Jesus so that the very
dust from His robe falls on us. Last week John talked about missional living. We are people who
are called out, sent by Jesus and given the authority to proclaim a message. He said that we are
called out to be models of Christ to let others know that Jesus makes a difference because He
has made a difference in our lives.
We switched the order of our vision statement so that we could accommodate this morning a
holy-making moment in the life of our church when we cast out our Lay Care Ministers, both
students and adults. We cast them out because they have been trained and equipped and
empowered to love others by showing up. Now the truth of the matter is this, that Jim and Lee
and Mary and Christine and you, Lois, and you, Meg, and Ted, all of us are called by name. We
are called out to love others, to love others within the walls of this church and to love others out
there, all around us.
This morning we are going to look at a text from Paul in Philippians 2:1-8. I want you to know
that what Paul is doing, and I will give you the page in a second and have you open up to it, but
what Paul is doing is talking about a sacrificial, outrageous, contagious, courageous love. He is
talking about SOCC love, a love that we put on like we put on our socks²sDFULILFLDO³6´
RXWUDJHRXV³2´ contagious ³&´FRXUDJHRXV³&´ That is the kind of love that we are called to.
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Just a bit of short background on this text, what the apostle Paul is doing is sitting in a jail cell in
Rome, sending a letter of encouragement, a letter of joy, back to this little church that he planted
in Philippi. He is telling them that he is praying for them with joy and with thanksgiving. When I
was reading it, I had the image of a coach in front of his team, telling his players what is
HVVHQWLDOLQRUGHUIRUWKHPWRKDYHWKHLUVSLULWXDOH\HVIL[HGRQWKHEDOO+HVD\V³6WD\IRFXVHG
'RQ¶WIRUJHWWKHIXQGDPHQWDOVWKDW,WDXJKW\RX6WD\WRJHWKHU%HXQLWHG´+HGRHVQ¶WVD\³%H
XQDQLPRXV´He VD\V³%HXQLWHG'RQ¶WJHW distracted.´He says, ³Fix your eyes on the sweet
spot of Christ. Get your heads up so that you can be like Jesus. Make a difference. Be humble.
Sacrifice in order to obtain to this outrageous, courageous way of loving.´ Look with me on page
1,748 of your pew Bible. What we do here is, we take out a pencil or a pen and we write on the
WH[W:HSXWDQ³$PHQ´LQWKHPDUJLQZKHUHLWPDNHVVHQVHWRXV, or we circle the words and
VD\³2K\HDK´Not only so that it gets imbedded in our hearts but so that the next person who
opens up to that text will VHHWKH³2K\HDK$PHQ´DQGit will impact them and their faith as
well. Let me read from WKHVHFRQGFKDSWHURI3KLOLSSLDQVYHUVHVWKURXJKHQWLWOHG³,PLWDWLQJ
ChULVW¶V+XPLOLW\´
1

Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort
from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2
then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in
spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in
humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of
you to the interests of the others.
5

In your relationships with one another, have the same attitude of mind Christ Jesus had:

6

Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be
used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of
a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a human
being, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death²even death on a cross!
May God add a blessing to the reading of His Holy Word.
Keep this open and interact with it because I will refer back to these verses. What Paul is doing
is giving us the steps that we need to take to do a better job of loving others. How are we to
do that? In verse 4 Paul says we do that by not looking at ourselves and our own interests but
the interests of others. Paul says we are to be other focused. We are to put aside ourselves
and the things that consume us. We are not to have selfish ambition or vain conceit. Those are
hard words to hear. Me, selfish? Conceited, self-absorbed, self-centered? Oh, no, WKDW¶VQRWPH
But many of us walk through life myopic, our eyes focused on ourselves. It is about us. It is
about my happiness, not yours. It is about my search for meaning and success and significance.
It is not about you. Really, it is about me.
Now I am not saying that those are bad things in and of themselves, but Paul says they are not
what are to consume us. Right now many of us have these as real needs of ours, significance
and happiness, but when they become the soul of our sole purpose, then our eyes are down
DQGZHFDQ¶WIRFXVRQRWKHUVThere is no room in the lens of my life for anybody else but me. It
is really hard to live in a community of only one. Edward Hallowell, a psychiatrist, writes that for
most people, the two most powerful, driving experiences of life are achieving and connecting.
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Most of our time and energy fall into these two categories. Connecting is about our relational
world. It is about forming lasting, life-giving relationships where there is an exchange of love; a
giving and receiving. It is not about perfect relationships as connecting phenomena, but it is
about relationships where forgiveness is asked for and granted; where we can say, ³,¶PVRUU\´
DQG³,IRUJLYH\RX,´relationships where wHFDQVD\³7KDQN\RX´DQG³,ORve \RX´,Dm not just
talking about a relationship between a husband and wife. It is about deep, loving relationships
with a child and a parent, between a brother and a sister, a friend and a friend, a college student
to a college student, a roommate. It is about the kind of love that we share with neighbors and
with grandparents.
Let me ask you a question? Do you need to be loved? Do you? Raise your hand if you need to
EHORYHG"2ND\DPHQ/HW¶VVD\DPHQWRWKDW,¶PJODG,DPQRWWKHRQO\RQHLQWKHURRP who
needs to be loved. Why then do so many of us say that we feel alone in this world, that we feel
XQNQRZQ"³/RQeOLQHVV´0RWKHU7HUHVDVDLG³LVWKHOHSURV\RIRXUPRGHUQ-GD\FXOWXUH´No one
wants anybody else to know that we have leprosy. It is fascinating that we are constantly
engaged in social networking, twitting and tweeting and facebooking. We are instant-messaging
all the time, and wHGRQ¶WHYHQKDYH to talk to each other anymore voice to voice. We
communicate like crazy, yet never has our culture felt more alone and unknown than right now.
We know what achieving has to do with. It has to do with success and outcomes and
accomplishments. It is about what we achieve. It is about our desire to win and be on top. It is
about our desire to look good, a deep desire for importance and for significance. It is about
evidence-based outcomes. It is about measured outcomes. It is about accumulations and
assets, but I would say that most of those things have a shelf life. They have a date where they
lose their impact and flavor. They are temporal. Achievements, I think, in many ways have
become an idol of our culture. Now hear me say this, it is not a bad thing to want to achieve. It is
a good thing for the right reasons, but our achievements cannot define us. They cannot define
who we are. It is about whose we are and whom those we are engaged with are.
<RXVHHLI,VXUUHQGHUP\QHHGIRUUHVXOWVDQGRXWFRPHVVXGGHQO\VXFFHVVLV*RG¶VMREDQG
not mine because I have a hard enough time just being faithful. The successful parts of what
define us are really more up to God. I want to tell you here and now, I have few if any great
achievements, but my greatest achievements are the people who love me in spite of me. Can
you imagine what a saint I have married? Can you imagine what life is like with a character, a
nut case, like me? Our children have to endure a goofball who asks the dumbest questions to
their friends, and they are left witKWU\LQJWRH[SODLQPHDQGWKDWDLQ¶WQRHDV\WDVN
,¶YHQHYHUNQRZQDQ\Rne who has deep, life-sustaining, life-fulfilling relationships, who has
mastered the life of giving and receiving, VD\WRPH³,IHHOOLNHDIDLOXUH´,¶YHQHYHUKDGDQ\ERG\
VD\WKDWWRPH,¶YHKHDUGSHRSOHVD\WKDWDERXWWKHLUVXFFHVVes and their achievHPHQWV³,¶YH
IDLOHGRYHUDQGRYHUDJDLQ´EXW,¶YHQHYHUKHDUGDQ\RQHVD\WKDW<RXVHHZHQHHGWREHLQ
real, honest, open, non-judgmental relationships, where we can laugh and where we can cry,
where we can fight and where we can dance, and where we can forgive and even die with each
other. Amen to that? Amen! Just trying to keep you awake here. I just want you for a moment to
see with me a visual reminder of that. Watch this.
(Film clip from Forrest Gump is shown.)
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Now it could be a little edgy on a Sunday morning to view that but the truth of the matter is, it is
a war picture. There is Forrest out ahead, running by himself, realizing he is all alone. Then in a
sacrificial, outrageous, contagious way with love, Forrest runs back. He picks up four of his
FRPUDGHV:HFRXOGQ¶WVKRZKLPSLFNLQJXSLieutenant Dan because that was just a lot more
YHUEDODQGZHFRXOGQ¶t bleep out every part of it, but Forrest turned back for what mattered
most, his fellow warriors, his soldier buddies. Forrest even suffers a wound. He takes a bullet in
his own buttocks. But what an example.
All around us we are in the battle together, calling out for help, and when we love each other, we
need to rescue each other. Who have you pulled out of the battle? John Ortberg said that we
are people who are in the busy business, that we measure ourselves by what we are doing, but
most of us are headed nowhere fast. He said even more of us suffer from hurried sickness
which is a condition of our soul. That is when our hearts and minds are preoccupied with
ourselves and keep us from being connected to others in relationship, from being present.
In verses 5 and 6 Paul gives us our next step to take. He says we have to put on a different
attitude:HFDQ¶WGRWKDWNLQGRIRXWUDJHRXVORve on our own because we have to have the
attitude of Christ, who stripped Himself of all of His Godly rights and walked our road of human
life. He took on Himself the form of a humble servant who came to serve and to save. It is about
serving the lonely and disconnected, the broken and the forgotten, the marginalized, possibly
those sitting right next to you.
One of my top five favorite Rock and Rollers is a guy whom some of us know. He has a voice
that once you have heard it\RXFDQ¶WOHWJRRILW,WLs hard to forget. Who has heard of Bob
Dylan? Anybody heard of Bob Dylan? Okay, thank you. There are a few of us. Five. This guy
has a nasally, rhythmic-speaking, half-singing voice, a lot like mine. The 70s were good for Bob
Dylan, and many would say that they were good for me because they think I am still living in
them, but for a brief part of his life, Dylan talked about his faith. He performed and created an
album called Slow Train Coming, which was a picture of his faith journey. One of my favorite
songs on that album is a song called Gotta Serve Somebody.
You may be an ambassador to England or France
You may like to gamble, you might like to dance
You may be the heavyweight champion of the world
You may be a socialite with a long string of pearls
But you're gonna have to serve somebody, yes indeed
You're gonna have to serve somebody
Well, it may be the devil or it may be the Lord
But you're gonna have to serve somebody
Okay, that was a brutal impersonation. Sorry, Bob. Last night when we went home Jody said,
³:DVWKDW:&)LHOGVZLWKRXWDFLJDU"´$FRXSOHRIZHHNVDJRZHKDGDmemorial service in
this church for a guy named Todd Chowan, not a member of our church. It was an amazing
opportunity for us to be the church. This sanctuary was full of people, very few of whom we
knew. Todd was a young 45-year-old teacher in the Edina school system who helped create the
French immersion program, taught French at the high school, and was a gifted musician. I met
with Todd and his two daughters and his partner, Joel. We planned the celebration of his life
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service, and it was an amazing time. A lot of the names on the back of the bulletin were people
who were here ushering, Bill and Don and Jane and Mavis and Don and Jerry. It was an
amazing outpouring of our love. We hosted it. We showed incredible hospitality. We had a
UHFHSWLRQGRZQVWDLUVWKDW%ODQFKH5DXSZDVLQFKDUJHRI%ODQFKH¶VVWRU\ZDVLQWKe last CPC
Life. She lost two children. Let PHTXRWHKHUEHFDXVH,TXRWHKHUDOOWKHWLPH6KHVDLG³:KHQ
ZHGRUHFHSWLRQVIRUSHRSOHZKRDUHQ¶t from CPC, we try to shine on them even more because
ZHKRSHPD\EHWKH\¶OOKHDURUVHH-HVXVWKURXJKZKDWZHDUHGRLQJ´:RZ+RZ*RGPXVW
have shone through XVZKHQZHEHFDPHWKHFKXUFKWKDWGD\,KDGVRPHERG\DVNPH³:K\
would we do all that for a non-membHU"´DQG,VDLG³7KDW¶VH[DFWO\ZK\ZHZRXOGGRLW´,WZDVD
moment of incredible pride for me in what we can become as a church - loving, grace-filled
servants welcoming folks into our presence.
A very close friend of ours, Kim Thompson, told me about a ERRN6KHVDLG³5LFKLWLVDPXVW
read for you,´ Tattoos on the Heart, true stories about a current Jesuit priest, Father Gregory
Boyle, known by the homies as Father G. He is in the gang capital of Los Angeles. This is a guy
with an attitude. This guy KDVDQDWWLWXGHRI&KULVW,¶YHUHDGWKLVERRNWZLFHLQGD\V,IRXQG
myself belly-laughing at his humor and creative story telling and in WKHQH[WIHZPLQXWHV,¶P
EDZOLQJP\H\HVRXWZLWKDFOHDQVLQJFU\<RXVHH)DWKHU*¶VZKROHYLVLRQLQPLQLVWU\Ls about
redemption. He is constantly reminding his homies that they are of great value and precious to
God, that God loves them unconditionally with a power that can fight against despair and
loneliness and self-destruction and shame. Just let me read a short excerpt.
Once after dealing with a particularly exasperating homie named Sharkey, I switched my
strategy and decided to catch him in the act of doing the right thing. I can see I have been
too harsh and exacting with him, and he is, after all, trying the best he can. I tell him how
heroic he is and how the courage he now exhibits in transforming his life far surpasses
the KROORZµEUDYHU\¶RIKLVEDrrio past. I tell him that he is a giant among men. I mean it.
Sharkey seems seem to be thrown off balance by all this and silently stares at me. Then
he says, ³'DPQ*«,¶PJonna tattoo that on my heart.´
All kinds of stories about giving incredible value. Paul gives us the third step of how we are to do
this outrageous, contagious love. Look at verses 1 and 2. He says that if you have experienced
love and comfort from God through a loving faith, then we have to be like-minded and share it
in one spirit and purpose. Today we are going to experience a new thing for us in the life of
this church. We are going to experience this one purposeful love that Paul is talking about
because others, these four young students, have experienced it themselves. Today we are
going to lay hands on Sarah Manning, Louie Nanne, Andrew Allen, and Kiersti Phenow. It is
from the love and encouragement that these students have received that their faith is vibrant
and that they are like-minded and have put on an attitude of Christ in a sacrificial, outrageous,
contagious, courageous way.
I want to illustrate that by calling up Sarah and Louie to begin with. I want you to come up here
and stand next to me. These are folks that Kiersti has spent a lot of time trying to explain me to.
Sarah Manning and Louie Nanne are part of the Lay Care Ministry student-wise, and they are
doing outrageous things. I want you to hear from them in their own words. Sarah, what are
some of the kinds of outrageous love that you are showing and that you are given?
Sarah: We started out making a Facebook group, and basically on that we talked about
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whom we want to love and how we want to love them. We make care packages, and we
pray together, and we just connect through the Facebook page and find out whom we
can affect DQGVKRZ-HVXV¶ love to.
Rich: They show up in remarkable ways. A young student had a thyroid surgery, and they
showed up in her home with a care package and a scarf. Thoughtful stuff! These kids are
doing it in an outrageous way. They are students. They are teaching us how to love. So,
Louie, tell us, what kind of impact has it had on you to be showing up and how is it
helping your faith and your own walk with Christ?
Louis: Well, I think I can speak on behalf of all of us when I say that we have easy-going
lives. We are all kind of having an affirmation of Christ within us, but just like Forrest
Gump in that video, we are always trying WRJRRXWRIRXUZD\DQGPDNHRWKHUSHRSOH¶V
lives. I guess that kind of helps our affirmation ourselves with our Christian beliefs and
values. I know for myself, it has kind of solidified my faith. It has helped me overcome so
many things, personal issues, because now I am able to go out of the way a little more
easily and just kind of do things with a Christ-minded attitude. I think I owe a lot of it to all
WKHSHRSOH,¶PZLWKEHFDXVHWKH\KHOSPHNLQGRIJHWWKURXJKHYHU\WKLQJ,¶YHEHHQRQHRI
the victims of the care packages myself. My grandfather passed and those kids, although
,¶PRQWKHWHDPP\VHOIFDPHRYHUZLWKDSDFNDJHIRUPHDQGMXVWVKRZHGPHZKDWD
great community of children in Christ and just people in general that we have. It has been
a real testimony to my faith. I just hope that my faith keeps expanding and that I am able
to grow closer to Christ through this.
Rich: These are two tangible reminders of outrageous, other-focused kind of love. They
are students putting on an attitude. I love their attitude, a Christ-like attitude, humbly
serving and giving of themselves, but tKH\FDQ¶WGRLWRQWKHLURZQ7KH\DUHGRLQJLW
together. They are showing up in incredible ways, and God is using them, impacting their
faith and their lives. What a great, great image of the body of Christ, the church. This is
the church. It fires me up. Amen!

The nature of oral presentations makes them less precise than written materials; any lack of attribution
is unintentional, and we wish to credit all those who have contributed to this sermon. Soli Deo Gloria.
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